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� Redefine how a scientific article is presented online
� Individualized entry points and routes

� Take full advantage of online capabilities – graphical abstracts
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Editors and reviewers are all busy scientists –
make things easy to save their time
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…. your paper is your passport 
to your community !
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0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5

Mathematics & Computer Sciences

Social Sciences

Materials Science & Engineering

Biological Sciences

Environmental Sciences

Earth Sciences

Chemistry & Chemical Engineering

Physics

Pharmacology & Toxicology

Clinical Medicine

Neuroscience

Fundamental Life Sciences

Mean Impact Factor 
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� Identify the sector of
readership/community for 
which a paper is meant

� Identify the interest of your audience

� Is your paper of local or international 
interest
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General Structure of a Research Article
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Journal space is not unlimited.

Your reader’s time is also scarce.

Make your article as concise as possible 
- more difficult than you imagine!. 

Make them easy for indexing and 
searching! (informative, attractive, 

effective)
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Complaint from an editor: 

“[This] paper fell well below my threshold. I refuse to spend time trying 
to understandwhat the author is trying to say. Besides, I really want to 
send a message that they can't submit garbageto us and expect us to fix 
it. My rule of thumb is that if there are more than 6 grammatical errors 
in the abstract, then I don't waste my timecarefully reading the rest.”
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Check the Guide for Authorsof the target journal for language 
specifications
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Authorship
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Authorship - Order & Abuses
� General principles for who is listed first

� First Author

� Conducts and/or supervises the data generation and analysis 
and the proper presentation and interpretation of the results

� Puts paper together and submits the paper to journal

� Corresponding author

� The first author or a senior author from the institution

� Particularly when the first author is a PhD student or 
postdoc, and may move to another institution soon.

� Abuses to be avoided

� Ghost Authors: leaving out authors who should be included

� Gift Authors: including authors who did not contribute significantly
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"One Picture is Worth a 
Thousand Words"

Sue Hanauer (1968)
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� Minor revision
� Basically, the manuscript is worth to be published

� Some elements in the manuscript must be clarified, 
restructured, shortened (often) or expanded (rarely)

� Textual adaptations

� “Minor revision” does NOT guarantee acceptance after 
revision!

� Major revision
� The manuscript may be worth to be published

� Significant deficiencies must be corrected before 
acceptance

� Involves (significant) textual modifications and/or 
additional experiments
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� Prepare a detailed Response Letter
� Copy-paste each reviewer comment, and type your response below it
� State specifically which changes you have made to the manuscript

� Include page/line numbers
� No general statements like “Comment accepted, and Discussion changed 

accordingly.”
� Provide a scientific response to comments to accept, .....
� ..... or a convincing, solid and polite rebuttal when you feel the reviewer was 

wrong.
� Write in such a manner, that your response can be forwarded to the reviewer 

without prior editing

� Do not do yourself a disfavour, but cherish your wo rk
� You spent weeks and months in the library to do the research
� It took you weeks to write the manuscript

Why then run the risk of avoidable rejection
by not taking manuscript revision seriously?
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A second round of reviews is common
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Publish AND Perish! – if you break ethical rules

� International scientific ethics have evolved over 
centuries and are commonly held throughout the worl d. 

� Scientific ethics are not considered to have nation al 
variants or characteristics – there is a single ethical 
standard for science.

� Ethics problems with scientific articles are on the  rise 
globally .

$�

M. Errami & H. Garner
A tale of two citations
Nature 451 (2008): 397-399
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� Elsevier is participating in 2 plagiarism detection  
schemes:
� TurnItIn (aimed at universities)
� IThenticate (aimed at publishers and corporations) 

Manuscripts are checked against a database of 20 
million peer reviewed articles which have been dona ted 
by 50+ publishers, including Elsevier.

All post-1994 Elsevier journal content is now inclu ded, 
and the pre-1995 is being steadily added week-by-we ek

� Editors and reviewers
� Your colleagues
� "Other“ whistleblowers

� “The walls have ears", it seems ...
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“I deeply regret the inconvenience and agony 
caused to you by my mistake and request and 
beg for your pardon for the same. As such I 
am facing lot many difficulties in my 
personal life and request you not to initiate 
any further action against me.
I would like to request you that all the 
correspondence regarding my publications 
may please be sent to me directly so that I 
can reply them immediately. To avoid any 
further controversies, I have decided not to 
publish any of my work in future.”

A “pharma” author
December 2, 2008
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Fabrication: Making up data or results, and 
recording or reporting them

“… the fabrication of research data … hits at the heart of our 
responsibility to society , the reputation of our institution, the trust 
between the public and the biomedical research comm unity, and 
our personal credibility and that of our mentors, c olleagues…”

“It can waste the time of others , trying to replicate false data or 
designing experiments based on false premises, and can lead to 
therapeutic errors. It can never be tolerated.”

Professor Richard Hawkes
Department of Cell Biology and Anatomy

University of Calgary

“The most dangerous of all falsehoods is a 
slightly distorted truth.”

G.C.Lichtenberg (1742-1799)
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What leads to acceptance ?

�� AAttention to details
�� CCheck and double check your work
�� CConsider the reviewers’ comments
�� EEnglish must be as good as possible
�� PPresentation is important
�� TTake your time with revision
�� AAcknowledge those who have helped you
�� NNew, original and previously unpublished
�� CCritically evaluate your own manuscript
�� EEthical rules must be obeyed

– Nigel John Cook
Editor-in-Chief, Ore Geology Reviews
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Let’s get connected

www.elsevier.com/geography

RSS Feed
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/GeographyPlanning
AndDevelopment
http://bit.ly/nXSNDm

@ ElsGeogPlan
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mwbw9KF-ACY


